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Chris Cryer's account of life in Saudi Arabia is about real people, not stereotypes In 1982 Chris Cryer was
living with her fourteen-year-old son, Marc, in Alabama, where she owned and ran a Montessori preschool.
When the opportunity came to spend a year in Saudi Arabia, teaching English to women at King Saud
University, she was tempted, Marc was enthusiastic, and so began a life-changing adventure for both of
them. What Chris found in Saudi Arabia was a world of wonders: lonely mountains and desert, graced by
graciousness and generosity. She was impressed by the sound of the call to prayer, the stark, striking
landscape, the grandeur of what was then the most highly financed university in the world, the exotic aromas
of the restaurants in Riyadh, and nonstop acts of random public kindness. Chris also found difficulties. The
gender segregation of buses was a constant problem for social, professional, and practical life. The matawa
(moral police) busted up gatherings of women in the souks and on the streets. A Byzantine aura crept into
relations at the university. The winter grew bitter and cold, and she became homesick. Chris took on the
forbidden Men's College to renegotiate her place in the system, eventually sitting on a U.N. committee of
three to develop the first preschool training program for King Saud University. She introduced the
Montessori Method to the plan. Meanwhile, Marc assimilated well. Naturally social, he made friends with
Saudi neighbors and became the responsible, competent “man of the house" required by custom. He learned
Arabic, adopted Saudi dress, and worked his way from tea server to translator. Tolstoy remained Chris's
close companion throughout the year. She makes a good case for believing that Tolstoy would have found
much to admire and enjoy in Arabia. His wisdom works as a recurrent subtext in this memoir of discovery,
helping Chris sort out the experience of a lifetime. When the time came for Chris and Marc to go, they felt
they were leaving their second home. This book was written to elucidate the sincerity of a culture that
reaches out for modernity with one hand and halts progress that threatens Meccan tradition with the other.
The book serves as an important antidote to Islamophobia.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Henderson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Tolstoy in Riyadh: A Story of a Teacher and Her
Muse as the daily resource information.

Barbara Mobley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Tolstoy in Riyadh: A Story of a Teacher and Her Muse will give you new experience in reading a
book.

Thomas Towne:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Tolstoy in Riyadh: A Story of a Teacher and Her
Muse can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Tolstoy in Riyadh: A Story of a
Teacher and Her Muse.

Thomas Crittenden:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Tolstoy in Riyadh: A Story of a Teacher and Her Muse we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Tolstoy in Riyadh: A
Story of a Teacher and Her Muse. You can more pleasing than now.
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