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Americans today often think of thrift as a negative value—a miserly hoarding of resources and a denial of
pleasure. Even more telling, many Americans don't even think of thrift at all anymore. Franklin’s Thrift
challenges this state of mind by recovering the rich history of thrift as a quintessentially American virtue.

The contributors to this volume trace how, from the eighteenth century on, the idea and practice of thrift has
been a robust part of the American vision of economic freedom and social abundance. For Benjamin
Franklin, who personified and promoted the idea, thrift meant working productively, consuming wisely,
saving proportionally, and giving generously. Franklin's thrift became the cornerstone of a new kind of
secular faith in the ordinary person's capacity to shape his lot and fortune in life. Later chapters document
how in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, thrift moved into new domains. It became the animating idea
behind social movements to promote children's school savings, create mutual savings banks and credit
unions for working men and women, establish a federal savings bond program, and galvanize the nation to
conserve resources during two world wars.

Historians, enthusiasts of Americana or traditional American virtues, and anyone interested in resolving our
society's current financial woes will find much to treasure in this diverse collection, with topics ranging from
the inspirational lessons we can learn from the film It’s a Wonderful Life to a history of the roles played by
mutual savings banks, credit unions, and thrift stores in America’s national thrift movement. It also includes
actual policy recommendations for our present situation.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

The reserve with title Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue includes a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Jim Moffett:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
offers high quality.

Madeline Pastrana:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an
American Virtue book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Franklin's Thrift: The Lost
History of an American Virtue as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Jorge Raines:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an
American Virtue can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Franklin's Thrift:
The Lost History of an American Virtue.
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