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Guided by Ezra Pound's dictum --"Make it new"--a generation of writers set out to create fiction and poetry
that was unlike anything that came before it. However, as Seamus O'Malley shows, historical narrative was a
key site for modernist experimentation. Taking three of literary modernism's major figures--Joseph Conrad,
Ford Madox Ford, and Rebecca West--Making History New demonstrates how the movement's literature not
only engaged with history but also transformed traditional approaches to its telling in unique ways.

Informed by Paul Ricoeur's belief that narrative is necessary to comprehend historical processes, the study
closely examines four major modernist historical novels. Conrad's Nostromo interrogates the very term
"history," as it relates the political tumult of a fictitious Latin American country; while Ford's The Good
Soldier mirrors the cyclical nature of historiography with a protagonist who returns repeatedly to intense
periods of his own past to better comprehend them. Two epochal World War I novels-The Return of the
Soldier and Parade's End-depict shell-shocked veterans that illustrate the paradox of an accurate historical
rendering achieved through the process of amnesia. These novels, in O'Malley's view, lead to the high point
of what he terms "modernist historiography": Rebecca West's innovative 1941 travelogue Black Lamb and
Grey Falcon and its preoccupation with "history's impossibility."

The monograph concludes with a brief consideration of how historians since World War II have adopted
some of the approaches to narrative inaugurated by literary modernists while wrestling with how to relate
unthinkable atrocities such as genocide. Ultimately, Making History New foregrounds narrative's essential
role as a bridge between fiction and history, as it explores the process by which collective human experience
becomes historical narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Making History
New: Modernism and Historical Narrative? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have additional opinion?

David Tillery:

The book Making History New: Modernism and Historical Narrative can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Making
History New: Modernism and Historical Narrative? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Making History New: Modernism and Historical Narrative has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a publication.
So it is very wonderful.

Ruby Pritchett:

This book untitled Making History New: Modernism and Historical Narrative to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Harry Anderson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Making History New:
Modernism and Historical Narrative which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.
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