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Scholars have long argued over whether the 1648 Peace of Westphalia, which ended more than a century of
religious conflict arising from the Protestant Reformations, inaugurated the modern sovereign-state system.
But they largely ignore a more fundamental question: why did the emergence of new forms of religious
heterodoxy during the Reformations spark such violent upheaval and nearly topple the old political order? In
this book, Daniel Nexon demonstrates that the answer lies in understanding how the mobilization of
transnational religious movements intersects with--and can destabilize--imperial forms of rule.

Taking a fresh look at the pivotal events of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries--including the
Schmalkaldic War, the Dutch Revolt, and the Thirty Years' War--Nexon argues that early modern
"composite" political communities had more in common with empires than with modern states, and
introduces a theory of imperial dynamics that explains how religious movements altered Europe's balance of
power. He shows how the Reformations gave rise to crosscutting religious networks that undermined the
ability of early modern European rulers to divide and contain local resistance to their authority. In doing so,
the Reformations produced a series of crises in the European order and crippled the Habsburg bid for
hegemony.

Nexon's account of these processes provides a theoretical and analytic framework that not only challenges
the way international relations scholars think about state formation and international change, but enables us
to better understand global politics today.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Tomasini:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious Conflict,
Dynastic Empires, and International Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics). Try to
face the book The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious Conflict, Dynastic Empires, and
International Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) as your close friend. It means
that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Myrtle Brown:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Struggle for Power in Early
Modern Europe: Religious Conflict, Dynastic Empires, and International Change (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Christine Flint:

Precisely why? Because this The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious Conflict, Dynastic
Empires, and International Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Lois Huseby:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious Conflict, Dynastic Empires, and
International Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) when you required it?
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