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People who helped exterminate Jews during the shoah (Hebrew for "holocaust") often claimed that they only
did what was expected of them. Intrigued by hearing the same response from individuals who rescued Jews,
David R. Blumenthal proposes that the notion of ordinariness used to characterize nazi evil is equally
applicable to goodness. In this provocative book, Blumenthal develops a new theory of human behavior that
identifies the social and psychological factors that foster both good and evil behavior.

Drawing on lessons primarily from the shoah but also from well-known obedience and altruism experiments,
My Lai, and the civil rights movement, Blumenthal deftly interweaves insights from psychology, history,
and social theory to create a new way of looking at human behavior. Blumenthal identifies the factors ?
social hierarchy, education, and childhood discipline?that shape both good and evil attitudes and actions.

Considering how our religious and educational institutions might do a better job of encouraging goodness
and discouraging evil, he then makes specific recommendations for cultivating goodness in people, stressing
the importance of the social context of education. He reinforces his ideas through stories, teachings, and case
histories from the Jewish tradition that convey important lessons in resistance and goodness.

Appendices include the ethical code of the Israel Defense Forces, material on non-violence from the Martin
Luther King, Jr., Center, a suggested syllabus for a Jewish elementary school, and a list of prosocial sources
on the Web, as well as a complete bibliography.

If people can commit acts of evil without thinking, why can't even more commit acts of kindness? Writing
with power and insight, Blumenthal shows readers of all faiths how we might replace patterns of evil with
empathy, justice, and caring, and through a renewed attention to moral education, perhaps prevent future
shoahs.
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From reader reviews:

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Banality of Good and Evil: Moral
Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish Tradition (Moral Traditions series) had been making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
e-book The Banality of Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish Tradition (Moral
Traditions series) is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the
book The Banality of Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish Tradition (Moral Traditions
series). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Charles Denzer:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The Banality
of Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish Tradition (Moral Traditions series).

John Smithers:

The reason why? Because this The Banality of Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish
Tradition (Moral Traditions series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have
got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Glory Ruiz:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book The Banality of Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish
Tradition (Moral Traditions series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your



knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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