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In Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom, Mary P. Nichols argues for the centrality of the idea of freedom
in Thucydides' thought. Through her close reading of his History of the Peloponnesian War, she explores the
manifestations of this theme. Cities and individuals in Thucydides' history take freedom as their goal,
whether they claim to possess it and want to maintain it or whether they desire to attain it for themselves or
others. Freedom is the goal of both antagonists in the Peloponnesian War, Sparta and Athens, although in
different ways. One of the fullest expressions of freedom can be seen in the rhetoric of Thucydides’ Pericles,
especially in his famous funeral oration.

More than simply documenting the struggle for freedom, however, Thucydides himself is taking freedom as
his cause. On the one hand, he demonstrates that freedom makes possible human excellence, including
courage, self-restraint, deliberation, and judgment, which support freedom in turn. On the other hand, the
pursuit of freedom, in one’s own regime and in the world at large, clashes with interests and material
necessity, and indeed the very passions required for its support. Thucydides’ work, which he himself
considered a possession for all time, therefore speaks very much to our time, encouraging the defense of
freedom while warning of the limits and dangers in doing so. The powerful must defend freedom,
Thucydides teaches, but beware that the cost not become freedom itself.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Reynolds:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom. Try to make the
book Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you
sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Nancy Kidder:

This Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom can bring
when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom having excellent arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Lori Whitten:

The book with title Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Lisa Williams:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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