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Examines transnational movement building through a focus on acid attacks and organizing against acid
violence in Bangladesh.

Acid attacks against women and girls have captured the attention of the global media, with several high-
profile reports ranging from the BBC to The Oprah Winfrey Show. In Bangladesh, reasons for the attacks
include women’s rejection of sexual advances from men, refusal of marriage proposals, family or land
disputes, and unmet dowry demands. The consequences are multiple: permanent marks on the body,
disfiguration, and potential blindness. In Transnationalism Reversed, Elora Halim Chowdhury explores the
complicated terrain of women’s transnational antiviolence organizing by focusing on the work done in
Bangladesh around acid attacks—and the ways in which the state, international agencies, local expatriates,
US media, Bangladeshi immigrants in the United States, survivor-activists, and local women’s organizations
engage the pragmatics and the transnational rhetoric of empowerment, rescue, and rehabilitation. Grounded
in careful ethnographic work, oral history, and theoretical and filmic analysis, Transnationalism Reversed
makes a significant contribution to conversations around gendered violence, transnational feminist praxis,
and the politics of organizing—particularly around NGOs—in the global South.

“This book promises much and in my view, it delivers … The book is well written and well argued, and
balances theory with real cases and historical circumstances … it is one of the best monographs on feminist
transnational praxis I have recently read.” — Tonia St. Germain, H-Net Reviews (H-Genocide)

“…a thoughtful, engaging, and sharp analysis … While Elora Chowdhury draws on and contributes to a
feminist scholarship that privileges accountability and solidarity in understanding women’s struggles through
their own experiences, she distinguishes herself by her treatment of sensitive subject matter, self-reflexivity
on insider/outsider ethnography, and the ability to be critical of, yet respectful to those whose narratives she
relates … It is a welcome addition to gender studies, feminist ethnography, development studies, and
transnational feminist studies.” — Gender and Development

“This book is an outstanding exploration of the complexities and contradictions of women, gender justice,
and feminist organizing in the global South—and of the ways in which these initiatives and campaigns enter
the discourse of ‘transnational feminism.’” — Piya Chatterjee, author of A Time for Tea: Women, Labor, and
Post/Colonial Politics on an Indian Plantation

“This groundbreaking book will become an indispensable reference point for anyone thinking about
transnational feminist practice, NGOs, and gender violence. Chowdhury’s careful analysis of local and
transnational campaigns against acid violence in Bangladesh is sharp and eye-opening. Scrupulously
sensitive to the agency and experiences of actual women ‘victims,’ Chowdhury offers a compelling critique
of the ways violence against women gets appropriated in international politics.” — Lila Abu-Lughod, author
of Veiled Sentiments: Honor and Poetry in a Bedouin Society



Elora Halim Chowdhury is Associate Professor of Women’s Studies at the University of Massachusetts
Boston.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Pabon:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Transnationalism Reversed: Women
Organizing against Gendered Violence in Bangladesh (SUNY Series, Praxis: Theory in Action) seemed to be
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The e-book Transnationalism Reversed: Women Organizing against Gendered
Violence in Bangladesh (SUNY Series, Praxis: Theory in Action) is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Transnationalism Reversed: Women
Organizing against Gendered Violence in Bangladesh (SUNY Series, Praxis: Theory in Action). You never
experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Thomas Major:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Transnationalism Reversed: Women
Organizing against Gendered Violence in Bangladesh (SUNY Series, Praxis: Theory in Action) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Janet Kline:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be Transnationalism Reversed: Women Organizing against Gendered Violence in
Bangladesh (SUNY Series, Praxis: Theory in Action).

Esther Cunningham:

You can get this Transnationalism Reversed: Women Organizing against Gendered Violence in Bangladesh
(SUNY Series, Praxis: Theory in Action) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your



current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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