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In eighteenth-century England, the law surrounding vagrancy was complicated, and practice stood in
complex relationship to law. Drawing on extensive archival research and in-depth study of both statute law
and local administrative records, this book examines the complexities of vagrancy law and the realities of its
practice during the long eighteenth century. It shows how settlement law and poor law provision failed to
address both the changing demographic situation and the impact of wars, leaving significant numbers
without support. Focusing on the 1744 Vagrant Act, the study traces how and why the law evolved, from
1700 when vagrancy was first made a county charge, and what changes followed in the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries. It explores how vagrancy law was used and to what effect, how it was extended
and adapted to plug gaps in both poor law provision and in dealing with petty crime not covered by statute
law, and how law and practice intersected with social reality. Using the Quarter Sessions records of six
counties: Westmorland, Cambridgeshire, Dorset, Hampshire, Lancashire and Middlesex, the book is able to
give the first account of vagrancy law in provincial England, rather than focusing on metropolitan areas, thus
also demonstrating the tensions between parishes, justices and counties over the use of law and its financial
impact. By detailed reference to cases of individual vagrants, the book also shows what sorts of people were
dealt with under vagrancy law, what happened to them, and how and why the justices discriminated between
the unfortunate and the criminal elements among them. This analysis reveals the principal causes of the
vagrancy problems and the misfit between the law and social reality, with particular emphasis on the impact
of wars and immigration from Ireland and Scotland. As the first full-length study of vagrancy law and
practice in the eighteenth century, this book will constitute an essential item in any collection of books on the
old poor law.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Smith:

The event that you get from Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor Law could be the more deep
you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor Law giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone
who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having that Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor
Law instantly.

Mary Molinari:

The book untitled Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor Law is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor Law
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Larry Murray:

The book with title Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor Law posesses a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Jason Bradley:

Why? Because this Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor Law is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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