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Once primarily used in medical clinical trials, random assignment experimentation is now accepted among
social scientists across a broad range of disciplines. The technique has been used in social experiments to
evaluate a variety of programs, from microfinance and welfare reform to housing vouchers and teaching
methods. How did randomized experiments move beyond medicine and into the social sciences, and can they
be used effectively to evaluate complex social problems? Fighting for Reliable Evidence provides an
absorbing historical account of the characters and controversies that have propelled the wider use of random
assignment in social policy research over the past forty years.

Drawing from their extensive experience evaluating welfare reform programs, noted scholar practitioners
Judith M. Gueron and Howard Rolston portray randomized experiments as a vital research tool to assess the
impact of social policy. In a random assignment experiment, participants are sorted into either a treatment
group that participates in a particular program, or a control group that does not. Because the groups are
randomly selected, they do not differ from one another systematically. Therefore any subsequent differences
between the groups can be attributed to the influence of the program or policy. The theory is elegant and
persuasive, but many scholars worry that such an experiment is too difficult or expensive to implement in the
real world. Can a control group be truly insulated from the treatment policy? Would staffers comply with the
random allocation of participants? Would the findings matter?

Fighting for Reliable Evidence recounts the experiments that helped answer these questions, starting with the
income maintenance experiments and the Supported Work project in the 1960s and 1970s. Gueron and
Rolston argue that a crucial turning point came during the 1980s, when Congress allowed states to
experiment with welfare programs and foundations, states, and the federal government funded larger
randomized trials to assess the impact of these reforms. As they trace these historical shifts, Gueron and
Rolston discuss the ways that strategies for resolving theoretical and practical problems were developed, and
they highlight the strict conditions required to execute a randomized experiment successfully. What emerges
is a nuanced portrait of the potential and limitations of social experiments to advance empirical knowledge.

Weaving history, data analysis and personal experience, Fighting for Reliable Evidence offers valuable
lessons for researchers, policymakers, funders, and informed citizens interested in isolating the effect of
policy initiatives. It is an essential primer on welfare policy, causal inference, and experimental designs.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Bunnell:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Fighting for Reliable Evidence . You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Fighting for
Reliable Evidence . You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Arthur Mead:

The book Fighting for Reliable Evidence  can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Fighting for Reliable Evidence ? A
few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Fighting for Reliable Evidence  has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Debra McGregor:

The book untitled Fighting for Reliable Evidence  is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write
the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of Fighting for Reliable Evidence  from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Ryan Harrison:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Fighting for Reliable Evidence  was filled in relation to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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