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'When Gregor Samsa awoke one morning from troubled dreams he found himself transformed in his bed into
a monstrous insect ...' So begins Franz Kafka's most famous story Metamorphosis.

Franz Kafka (1883-1924) is among the most intriguing and influential writers of the twentieth century.
During his lifetime he worked as a civil servant and published only a handful of short stories, the best known
being The Transformation. All three of his novels, The Trial, The Castle, and The Man Who Disappeared
[America], were published after his death and helped to found Kafka's reputation as a uniquely perceptive
interpreter of the twentieth
century.

Kafka's fiction vividly evokes bizarre situations: a commercial traveller is turned into an insect, a banker is
arrested by a mysterious court, a fasting artist starves to death in the name of art, a singing mouse becomes
the heroine of her nation. Attending both to Kafka's crisis-ridden life and to the subtleties of his art, Ritchie
Robertson shows how his work explores such characteristically modern themes as the place of the body in
culture, the power of institutions over people, and the
possibility of religion after Nietzsche had proclaimed 'the death of God'. The result is an up-to-date and
accessible portrait of a fascinating author which shows us ways to read and make sense of his perplexing and
absorbing work.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Kafka: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Robert Hyde:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
since just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Kafka: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) to read.

Pauline Jones:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Kafka: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Henry Baker:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Kafka: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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