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This important collection of essays by a pioneer in the field focuses on the history and culture of a
conservative religious tradition whose adherents have fought to preserve their beliefs and practices from the
17th century through today. Old Belief had its origins in a protest against liturgical reforms in the Russian
Orthodox Church in the mid-1600s and quickly grew into a complex torrent of opposition to the Russian
state, the official church, and the social hierarchy. For Old Believers, periods of full religious freedom have
been very brief—from 1905 to 1917 and since the fall of the Soviet Union.

Crummey examines the ways in which Old Believers defend their core beliefs and practices and adjust their
polemical strategies and way of life in response to the changing world. Opening chapters survey the
historiography of Old Belief, examine the methodological problems in studying the movement as a Russian
example of “popular religion,” and outline the first decades of the history. Particular themes of Old Believer
history are the focus of the rest of the book, beginning with two sets of case studies of spirituality, culture,
and intellectual life. Subsequent chapters analyze the diverse structures of Old Believer communities and
their fate in times of persecution. A final essay examines publications of contemporary scholars in
Novosibirsk whose work provides glimpses of the life of traditional believers in the Soviet period.

Old Believers in a Changing World will appeal to scholars and students of Russian history, to those
interested in Eastern Orthodoxy, and to those with an interest in the comparative history of religious
movements.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Jones:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book Old Believers in a Changing World has been making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The book Old Believers in a Changing World is not only giving you far more new information but also being
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book Old Believers in a Changing World. You never feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Jessica Rodriguez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Old
Believers in a Changing World, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Billy Migliore:

This Old Believers in a Changing World is new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Old Believers in a Changing World
can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Diane Lomas:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Old Believers in a Changing World we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Old Believers in a Changing World. You can
more pleasing than now.
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