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In this major new book, leading cultural thinker Ien Ang engages with urgent questions of identity in an age
of globalisation and diaspora. The starting point for Ang's discussion is the experience of visiting Taiwan.
Ang, a person of Chinese descent, born in Indonesia and raised in the Netherlands, found herself "faced with
an almost insurmountable difficulty" - surrounded by people who expected her to speak to them in Chinese.
She writes: "It was the beginning of an almost decade-long engagement with the predicaments of
`Chineseness' in diaspora. In Taiwan I was different because I couldn't speak Chinese; in the West I was
different because I looked Chinese". From this autobiographical beginning, Ang goes on to reflect upon
tensions between `Asia' and `the West' at a national and global level, and to consider the disparate meanings
of `Chineseness' in the contemporary world. She offers a critique of the increasingly aggressive construction
of a global Chineseness, and challenges Western tendencies to equate `Chinese' with `Asian' identity. Ang
then turns to `the West', exploring the paradox of Australia's identity as a `Western' country in the Asian
region, and tracing Australia's uneasy relationship with its Asian neighbours, from the White Australia policy
to contemporary multicultural society. Finally, Ang draws together her discussion of `Asia' and `the West' to
consider the social and intellectual space of the `in-between', arguing for a theorising not of `difference' but
of `togetherness' in contemporary societies.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Barba:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and
the West. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important any book On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Linda Spaulding:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title On Not Speaking
Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the Westis a
single of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Bessie Papp:

The reserve with title On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Homer Holmes:

This On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West is fresh way for you who has fascination
to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this On Not Speaking Chinese: Living
Between Asia and the West can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and
knowledge.
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