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This book explores the role of bodily, sensory experience in early Christianity (first – seventh centuries AD)
by focusing on the importance of smell in ancient Mediterranean culture. Following its legalization in the
fourth century Roman Empire, Christianity cultivated a dramatically flourishing devotional piety, in which
the bodily senses were utilized as crucial instruments of human-divine interaction. Rich olfactory practices
developed as part of this shift, with lavish uses of incense, holy oils, and other sacred scents. At the same
time, Christians showed profound interest in what smells could mean. How could the experience of smell be
construed in revelatory terms? What specifically could it convey? How and what could be known through
smell? Scenting Salvation argues that ancient Christians used olfactory experience for purposes of a
distinctive religious epistemology: formulating knowledge of the divine in order to yield, in turn, a particular
human identity.

Using a wide array of Pagan, Jewish, and Christian sources, Susan Ashbrook Harvey examines the ancient
understanding of smell through religious rituals, liturgical practices, mystagogical commentaries, literary
imagery, homiletic conventions; scientific, medical, and cosmological models; ascetic disciplines,
theological discourse, and eschatological expectations. In the process, she argues for a richer appreciation of
ancient notions of embodiment, and of the roles the body might serve in religion.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Lawhorn:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory Imagination
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage).

Lucille Davis:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the
Olfactory Imagination (Transformation of the Classical Heritage). You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Scenting Salvation:
Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory Imagination (Transformation of the Classical Heritage). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's read.

James Anderson:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity
and the Olfactory Imagination (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) is simple bringing you can read it
in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bethany Zuniga:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory Imagination
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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