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Essay from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of Freiburg,
course: Henry James in Transition, 10 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Many of the
critics writing about The Spoils of Poynton belong to one of two groups: “Either they take Fleda to be the
heroine of the story in the traditional sense […] or they have taken her to be neurotic and self-deceiving,
pathologically fearful of sex, and contributing more harm than balm to the domestic row between the
Gereths” (Lodge. Introduction: 5). Both ways of interpretation actually imply that Fleda is indeed the ‘free
spirit’ James intended. This view is particularly clear in the wikipedia article which states that “Fleda Vetch
has earned most critics' sympathy for steering the right course through an almost impossible situation”
(Wikipedia). The talk of a ‘right course’, however, reveals the author’s belief that Fleda has a choice. In the
following, I want to argue that the exact opposite is the case. Fleda’s actions are not based on moral
considerations but rather on existential necessities. Her freedom is therefore restricted to the realm of her
imagination; all other decisions are dictated by the expectations of society. This is also the one unifying force
to which all characters are subject and due to “his own disillusionment with existing English society”
(Lyons. Social Vision: 64), James uses the comedy and irony in The Spoils of Poynton as a vessel to convey
his social
criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The questions of choice and morals in 'The Spoils of Poynton'.

Orlando Bush:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The questions of choice and morals in
'The Spoils of Poynton' is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ana Gaskill:

This book untitled The questions of choice and morals in 'The Spoils of Poynton' to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your
list.

Myra Hackett:

The book The questions of choice and morals in 'The Spoils of Poynton' has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after looking over this book.
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