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Passed in June 1940, the Smith Act was a peacetime anti-sedition law that marked a dramatic shift in the
legal definition of free speech protection in America by criminalizing the advocacy of disloyalty to the
government by force. It also criminalized the acts of printing, publishing, or distributing anything advocating
such sedition and made it illegal to organize or belong to any association that did the same. It was first
brought to trial in July 1941, when a federal grand jury in Minneapolis indicted twenty-nine Socialist
Workers Party members, fifteen of whom also belonged to the militant Teamsters Local 544. Eighteen of the
defendants were convicted of conspiring to overthrow the government. Examining the social, political, and
legal history of the first Smith Act case, this book focuses on the tension between the nation’s cherished
principle of free political expression and the demands of national security on the eve of America’s entry into
World War II. 
 
Based on newly declassified government documents and recently opened archival sources, Trotskyists on
Trial explores the implications of the case for organized labor and civil liberties in wartime and postwar
America. The central issue of how Americans have tolerated or suppressed dissent during moments of
national crisis is not only important to our understanding of the past, but also remains a pressing concern in
the post-9/11 world. This volume traces some of the implications of the compromise between rights and
security that was made in the mid-twentieth century, offering historical context for some of the consequences
of similar bargains struck today.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Murphy:

The book Trotskyists on Trial: Free Speech and Political Persecution Since the Age of FDR (Culture, Labor,
History) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make looking at a book Trotskyists on Trial: Free Speech and Political Persecution Since the Age of FDR
(Culture, Labor, History) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
open and read a book Trotskyists on Trial: Free Speech and Political Persecution Since the Age of FDR
(Culture, Labor, History). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this book?

Rhonda Joiner:

Exactly why? Because this Trotskyists on Trial: Free Speech and Political Persecution Since the Age of FDR
(Culture, Labor, History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Patrick Leon:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Trotskyists on Trial: Free Speech and Political Persecution Since the Age of FDR (Culture,
Labor, History) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then
become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Trotskyists on Trial:
Free Speech and Political Persecution Since the Age of FDR (Culture, Labor, History) giving you another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Henry Stanton:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.



Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Trotskyists on Trial:
Free Speech and Political Persecution Since the Age of FDR (Culture, Labor, History) which is getting the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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