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The Incas of ancient Peru possessed no writing. Instead, they developed a unique system expressed on spatial
arrays of colored knotted cords called quipus to record and transmit information throughout their vast
empire. The present book is based on a firsthand study of actual quipus that survived the destruction of the
Inca civilization. Written by a mathematician and an anthropologist, this book acquaints the reader with the
cultural context of the quipus, the problem of interpreting artifacts from another culture, and the place of the
quipu-maker in Inca culture. Although no previous mathematical knowledge is assumed, the reader is
introduced to the mathematical ideas embedded in the quipus and learns how to make a quipu.
Enhanced with over 125 illustrations, this unusual and thought-provoking study will interest mathematicians,
historians, anthropologists, archeologists, and students of folk art with its unique perspective on the way in
which pieces of colored string serve to embody a rich, logical, numerical tradition and are, ultimately, a
metaphor for the civilization that created them. Preface. Exercises and answers within chapters.
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From reader reviews:

Janelle Garrity:

The book Mathematics of the Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the best thing like a book Mathematics of the Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics)? A
number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Mathematics of the
Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics) has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Louise Fulghum:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Mathematics of the Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on
Mathematics) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer associated with Mathematics of the Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on
Mathematics) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Mathematics of the
Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Robin Lawrence:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Mathematics of the Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics) provide
you with a new experience in studying a book.

Pamela Stanley:

You can find this Mathematics of the Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics) by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone



and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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