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Anti-immigrant sentiment reached a fever pitch after 9/11, but its origins go back much further. Public
rhetoric aimed at exposing a so-called invasion of Latino immigrants has been gaining ground for more than
three decades—and fueling increasingly restrictive federal immigration policy. Accompanied by a flagging
U.S. economy—record-level joblessness, bankruptcy, and income inequality—as well as waning consumer
confidence, these conditions signaled one of the most hostile environments for immigrants in recent memory.
In Brokered Boundaries, Douglas Massey and Magaly Sánchez untangle the complex political, social, and
economic conditions underlying the rise of xenophobia in U.S. society. The book draws on in-depth
interviews with Latin American immigrants in metropolitan New York and Philadelphia and—in their own
words and images—reveals what life is like for immigrants attempting to integrate in anti-immigrant times.

What do the social categories “Latino” and “American” actually mean to today’s immigrants? Brokered
Boundaries analyzes how first- and second-generation immigrants from Central and South America and the
Caribbean navigate these categories and their associated meanings as they make their way through U.S.
society. Massey and Sánchez argue that the mythos of immigration, in which newcomers gradually shed their
respective languages, beliefs, and cultural practices in favor of a distinctly American way of life, is, in
reality, a process of negotiation between new arrivals and native-born citizens. Natives control interactions
with outsiders by creating institutional, social, psychological, and spatial mechanisms that delimit
immigrants’ access to material resources and even social status. Immigrants construct identities based on
how they perceive and respond to these social boundaries. The authors make clear that today’s Latino
immigrants are brokering boundaries in the context of unprecedented economic uncertainty, repressive anti-
immigrant legislation, and a heightening fear that upward mobility for immigrants translates into downward
mobility for the native-born. Despite an absolute decline in Latino immigration, immigration-related statutes
have tripled in recent years, including many that further shred the safety net for legal permanent residents as
well as the undocumented.

Brokered Boundaries shows that, although Latin American immigrants come from many different countries,
their common reception in a hostile social environment produces an emergent Latino identity soon after
arrival. During anti-immigrant times, however, the longer immigrants stay in America, the more likely they
are to experience discrimination and the less likely they are to identify as Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Collier:

The ability that you get from Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-Immigrant Times is the more
deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-
Immigrant Times giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Brokered
Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-Immigrant Times instantly.

Fern Rodriquez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a guide. The book Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-Immigrant Times it is very good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Teresa Laureano:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant
Identity in Anti-Immigrant Times, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

Angel Jones:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-Immigrant Times this guide consist
a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has



grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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