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2004 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Supreme Court's unanimous decision to end segregation in public
schools. Many people were elated when Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren delivered Brown v. Board
of Education of Topeka in May 1954, the ruling that struck down state-sponsored racial segregation in
America's public schools. Thurgood Marshall, chief attorney for the black families that launched the
litigation, exclaimed later, "I was so happy, I was numb." The novelist Ralph Ellison wrote, "another battle
of the Civil War has been won. The rest is up to us and I'm very glad. What a wonderful world of
possibilities are unfolded for the children!"

Here, in a concise, moving narrative, Bancroft Prize-winning historian James T. Patterson takes readers
through the dramatic case and its fifty-year aftermath. A wide range of characters animates the story, from
the little-known African Americans who dared to challenge Jim Crow with lawsuits (at great personal cost);
to Thurgood Marshall, who later became a Justice himself; to Earl Warren, who shepherded a fractured
Court to a unanimous decision. Others include segregationist politicians like Governor Orval Faubus of
Arkansas; Presidents Eisenhower, Johnson, and Nixon; and controversial Supreme Court justices such as
William Rehnquist and Clarence Thomas.

Most Americans still see Brown as a triumph--but was it? Patterson shrewdly explores the provocative
questions that still swirl around the case. Could the Court--or President Eisenhower--have done more to
ensure compliance with Brown? Did the decision touch off the modern civil rights movement? How useful
are court-ordered busing and affirmative action against racial segregation? To what extent has racial mixing
affected the academic achievement of black children? Where indeed do we go from here to realize the
expectations of Marshall, Ellison, and others in 1954?
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From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

The book Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal
Moments in American History) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil
Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History) to be your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a e-book Brown v. Board of
Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Joseph Tucker:

Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in
American History) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into joy arrangement in writing Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its
Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Jennifer Games:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its
Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History) why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Janet Thaxton:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is usually Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its



Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get
many advantages.
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