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In July 1861 London newspapers excitedly reported two violent crimes, both the stuff of sensational fiction.
One involved a retired army major, his beautiful mistress and her illegitimate child, blackmail and murder. In
the other, a French nobleman was accused of trying to kill his son in order to claim the young man's
inheritance. The press covered both cases with thoroughness and enthusiasm, narrating events in a style
worthy of a popular novelist, and including lengthy passages of testimony. Not only did they report rumor as
well as what seemed to be fact, they speculated about the credibility of witnesses, assessed character, and
decided guilt. The public was enthralled.

Richard D. Altick demonstrates that these two cases, as they were presented in the British press, set the tone
for the Victorian "age of sensation." The fascination with crime, passion, and suspense has a long history, but
it was in the 1860s that this fascination became the vogue in England. Altick shows that these crimes
provided literary prototypes and authenticated extraordinary passion and incident in fiction with the "shock
of actuality." While most sensational melodramas and novels were by lesser writers, authors of the stature of
Dickens, Thackeray, George Eliot, Trollope, Hardy, and Wilkie Collins were also influenced by the spirit of
the age and incorporated sensational elements in their work.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Jose:

The book Deadly Encounters: Two Victorian Sensations can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Deadly Encounters: Two
Victorian Sensations? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Deadly
Encounters: Two Victorian Sensations has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Earl Martinez:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Deadly Encounters: Two Victorian
Sensations book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Joan Freeman:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Deadly Encounters: Two Victorian
Sensations can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Gary Games:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Deadly Encounters: Two Victorian Sensations
can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Deadly Encounters: Two Victorian
Sensations.
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