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Challenging the prevailing belief that Mark Twain’s position on religion hovered somewhere between
skepticism and outright heresy, Lawrence Berkove and Joseph Csicsila marshal biographical details of
Twain’s life alongside close readings of his work to explore the religious faith of America’s most beloved
writer and humorist. They conclude not only that religion was an important factor in Twain’s life but also
that the popular conception of Twain as agnostic, atheist, or apostate is simply wrong.  

Heretical Fictions is the first full-length study to assess the importance of Twain’s heretical Calvinism as the
foundation of his major works, bringing to light important thematic ties that connect the author’s early work
to his high period and from there to his late work. Berkove and Csicsila set forth the main elements of
Twain’s “countertheological” interpretation of Calvinism and analyze in detail the way it shapes five of his
major books—Roughing It, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, A Connecticut
Yankee in King Arthur's Court, and No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger—as well as some of his major short
stories. The result is a ground-breaking and unconventional portrait of a seminal figure in American letters.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain.
Try to stumble through book Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain as your buddy. It
means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Gary Kruse:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Heretical Fictions: Religion in the
Literature of Mark Twain will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal
book with you?

Carlos Moses:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain.

Catharine Rosol:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Heretical Fictions: Religion in the Literature of
Mark Twain was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Heretical Fictions:
Religion in the Literature of Mark Twain has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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