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In this ground-breaking analysis of the world's first private banks, Edward Cohen convincingly demonstrates
the existence and functioning of a market economy in ancient Athens while revising our understanding of the
society itself. Challenging the "primitivistic" view, in which bankers are merely pawnbrokers and money-
changers, Cohen reveals that fourth-century Athenian bankers pursued sophisticated transactions. These
dealings--although technologically far removed from modern procedures--were in financial essence identical
with the lending and deposit-taking that separate true "banks" from other businesses. He further explores
how the Athenian banks facilitated tax and creditor avoidance among the wealthy, and how women and
slaves played important roles in these family businesses--thereby gaining legal rights entirely unexpected in
a society supposedly dominated by an elite of male citizens.

Special emphasis is placed on the reflection of Athenian cognitive patterns in financial practices. Cohen
shows how transactions were affected by the complementary opposites embedded in the very structure of
Athenian language and thought. In turn, his analysis offers great insight into daily Athenian reality and
cultural organization.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline McArdle:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Athenian Economy and Society: A Banking Perspective. Try to make the
book Athenian Economy and Society: A Banking Perspective as your close friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Anthony Flowers:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Athenian Economy and Society: A
Banking Perspective is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Rodney Bell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at this point
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Athenian Economy and Society: A Banking Perspective why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

James Cummings:

Beside this particular Athenian Economy and Society: A Banking Perspective in your phone, it can give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have Athenian Economy and Society: A Banking Perspective because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right
now!
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