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The 1980 Mariel Boatlift was a profound episode in twentieth-century American history, impacting not just
Florida, but the entire country. During the first twenty days of the boatlift, with little support from the federal
government, the state of Florida coordinated and responded to the sudden arrival in Key West of more than
thirty thousand Cuban refugees, the first wave of immigrants who became known as “Marielitos.”

 

Kathleen Dupes Hawk, Ron Villella, Adolfo Leyva de Varona, and Kristen Cifers combine the insights of
expert observers with the experiences of actual participants. The authors organize and present a wealth of
primary sources, first-hand accounts, archival research, government records, and interviews with policy-
makers, volunteers, and refugees that bring into focus the many far-reaching human, political, and cultural
outcomes of the Mariel Boatlift that continue to influence Florida, the United States, and Cuba today.

 

Emerging from these key records and accounts is a grand narrative of high human drama. Castro’s haphazard
and temporary opening of Cuba spurred many thousands of Cubans to depart in calamitously rushed,
unprepared, and dangerous conditions. The book tells the stories of these Cuban citizens, most legitimately
seeking political asylum but also including subversive agents, convicted criminals, and the mentally ill, who
began arriving in the US beginning in April 1980. It also recounts how local and state agencies and private
volunteers with few directives or resources were left to improvise ways to provide the Marielitos food,
shelter, and security as well as transportation away from Key West.

 

The book provides a definitive account of the political, legal, and administrative twists on the local, state,
and federal levels in response to the crisis as well as of the often-dysfunctional attempts at collaboration
between governmental and private institutions. Vivid and readable, Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980
presents the significant details that illuminate and humanize this complex humanitarian, political, and
logistical crisis. 
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Baker:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of
1980: The First Twenty Days book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Anthony Collins:

The event that you get from Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days is a more deep
you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Florida and the
Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days instantly.

Lorraine Stark:

The particular book Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days has a lot info on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Douglas Brim:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980:
The First Twenty Days or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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