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Located near the southern edge of the Pennsylvania anthracite, the town of St. Clair in the early half of the
19th century seemed to be perfectly situated to provide fuel to the iron and steel industry that was the heart
of the Industrial Revolution in America. It was a time of unprecedented promise and possibility for the
region, and yet, in the years between 1830 and 1880, only grandiose illusions flourished there. St. Clair itself
succumbed early on to a devastating economic blight, one that would in time affect anthracite mining
everywhere.
 
In this dramatic work of social history, Anthony F. C. Wallace re-creates St. Clair in those years when
expectations collided with reality, when the coal trade was in chronic distress, exacerbated by the epic battles
between the forces of labor and capital. As he did in his Bancroft Prize-winning Rockdale, Wallace uses
public records and private papers to reconstruct the operation of an anthracite colliery and the life of a
working-man’s town totally dependent upon it. He describes the labor hierarchy of the collieries, the
communal spirit that sprang up in the outlying mine patches, the polyglot immigrant life in the taverns and
churchs, and the workingmen’s societies that provided identity to the miners and gave relief to families in
distress. He examines the birth of the first effective miners’ union and documents the escalating antagonism
between Irish immigrant workers—mostly Catholic—and the Protestant middle classes who owned the
collieries.
 
Wallace reveals the blindness, greed, and self-congratulation of the mine owners and operators. These
“heroes” of the entrepreneurial wars disregarded geologists’ warnings that the coal seams south of St. Clair
were virtually inaccessible and, at best, extremely costly to mine, and then blamed their economic woes on
the lack of a high tariff on imported British iron. To cut costs, they ignored the most basic and safety
engineering practices and then blamed “the careless miner” and “Irish hooligans” for the catastrophic
accidents that resulted. In thrall to a great dream of wealth and power, they plunged ahead to bankruptcy
while the miners paid with their lives.
 
St. Clair is a rich and illuminating work of scholarship—an engrossing portrait of a disaster-prone industry (a
portrait that stands as a sober warning to the nuclear-power industry) and of the tragic hubris of a ruling class
that brough ruin upon a Pennsylvania coal town at a crucial moment in its history. 
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

The book St. Clair can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book St. Clair? Some of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book St. Clair has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Stephen Hill:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This St. Clair book is readable simply by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving St. Clair content conveys the
idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking St. Clair is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Kim Salgado:

The book untitled St. Clair contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary
works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Eric Kinlaw:

You can get this St. Clair by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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