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As the son of Mary Queen of Scots, born into her 'bloody nest', James had the most precarious of childhoods.
Even before his birth, his life was threatened: it was rumoured that his father, Henry, had tried to make the
pregnant Mary miscarry by forcing her to witness the assassination of her supposed lover, David Riccio. By
the time James was one year old, Henry was murdered, possibly with the connivance of Mary; Mary was in
exile in England; and James was King of Scotland. By the age of five, he had experienced three different
regents as the ancient dynasties of Scotland battled for power and made him a virtual prisoner in Stirling
Castle. In fact, James did not set foot outside the confines of Stirling until he was eleven, when he took
control of his country. But even with power in his hands, he would never feel safe. For the rest of his life, he
would be caught up in bitter struggles between the warring political and religious factions who sought
control over his mind and body. Yet James believed passionately in the divine right of kings, as many of his
writings testify. He became a seasoned political operator, carefully avoiding controversy, even when his
mother Mary was sent to the executioner by Elizabeth I. His caution and politicking won him the English
throne on Elizabeth's death in 1603 and he rapidly set about trying to achieve his most ardent ambition: the
Union of the two kingdoms. Alan Stewart's impeccably researched new biography makes brilliant use of
original sources to bring to life the conversations and the controversies of the Jacobean age. From James's
'inadvised' relationships with a series of favourites and Gentlemen of the Bedchamber to his conflicts with a
Parliament which refused to fit its legislation to the Monarch's will, Stewart lucidly untangles the intricacies
of James's life. In doing so, he uncovers the extent to which Charles I's downfall was caused by the cracks
that appeared in the monarchy during his father's reign.
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From reader reviews:

Micah Stahlman:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of The Cradle King: A Life of
James VI & I to read.

James Davis:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Cradle King: A Life of James VI & I
book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Margie Sutton:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Cradle King: A
Life of James VI & I suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the
book untitled The Cradle King: A Life of James VI & Iis the main one of several books in which everyone
read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Theresa Villarreal:

This The Cradle King: A Life of James VI & I is new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Cradle King: A Life of James VI & I can
be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer.
So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
also knowledge.
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