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The Rise to Respectability documents the history of the Church of God in Christ (COGIC) and examines its
cultural and religious impact on African Americans and on the history of the South. It explores the ways in
which Charles Harrison Mason, the son of slaves and founder of COGIC, embraced a Pentecostal faith that
celebrated the charismatic forms of religious expression that many blacks had come to view as outdated,
unsophisticated, and embarrassing.

While examining the intersection of race, religion, and class, The Rise to Respectability details how the
denomination dealt with the stringent standard of bourgeois behavior imposed on churchgoers as they moved
from southern rural areas into the urban centers in both the South and North.

Rooted in the hardships of slavery and coming of age during Jim Crow, COGIC’s story is more than a
religious debate. Rather, this book sees the history of the church as interwoven with the Great Migration,
class tension, racial animosity, and the struggle for modernity—all representative parts of the African
American experience.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Collins:

The particular book The Rise to Respectability: Race, Religion, and the Church of God in Christ will bring
someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Rise to Respectability:
Race, Religion, and the Church of God in Christ is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Tony Hill:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The The Rise to Respectability: Race, Religion, and the Church of God in Christ will give you new
experience in looking at a book.

Frank Ouellette:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Rise to Respectability: Race,
Religion, and the Church of God in Christ is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

David McCabe:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and The Rise to Respectability: Race, Religion, and the
Church of God in Christ or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide,
any other book likes The Rise to Respectability: Race, Religion, and the Church of God in Christ to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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