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Few Americans and even fewer citizens of other nations understand the electoral process in the United
States. Still fewer understand the role played by political parties in the electoral process or the ironies within
the system. Participation in elections in the United States is much lower than in the vast majority of mature
democracies. Perhaps this is because of the lack of competition in a country where only two parties have a
true chance of winning, despite the fact that a large number of citizens claim allegiance to neither and think
badly of both. Or perhaps it is because in the U.S. campaign contributions disproportionately favor
incumbents in most legislative elections, or that largely unregulated groups such as the now notorious 527s
have as much impact on the outcome of a campaign as do the parties or the candidates' campaign
organizations. Studying these factors, you begin to get a very clear picture indeed of the problems that
underlay our much trumpeted electoral system.

This Very Short Introduction introduces the reader to these issues and more, providing an insider's view of
how the system actually works while shining a light on some of its flaws. As we enter what is sure to be yet
another highly contested election year, it is more important than ever that Americans take the time to learn
the system that puts so many in power.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book American Political Parties and
Elections: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). All type of book would you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Joan Rogers:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take American Political Parties and Elections: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as the daily resource information.

Tara Carlson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love American Political Parties and
Elections: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Julie Chambers:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book American Political Parties and Elections: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book American Political Parties and Elections: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading in which.
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