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February 1964: The Beatles step onto the tarmac at JFK International Airport and turn the country
on its head. It's the advent of rock and roll's uninterrupted reign, youthful rebellion, and overt teenage
sex. It's also the deathblow for the pop music of another generation -- the songs of Pat Boone and
Georgia Gibbs -- and all its perky, white-bread conformity.

Not two years later, Karen Schoemer is born, and comes of age with rock and roll. While her parents might
enjoy the new music, the cultural upheaval passes them by, and they cling to the promises made by the music
they loved as teenagers, the sweet, innocent 1950s pop of Patti Page, Frankie Laine, and the like. But having
courted and wed against a backdrop of ideals peddled by this music -- finding true love, living happily ever
after -- Schoemer's parents, like so many people, are crushed by disappointment when love doesn't deliver
what the songs promised. Fifties pop falls quickly off the charts; their marriage eventually falls apart. In
Great Pretenders, a lively, provocative blend of memoir and music criticism, former Newsweek pop music
critic Karen Schoemer tries to figure out what went so wrong, way back in the hazy past, for her parents'
marriage and for the music of their youth. To find the answers, she embarks on a strange, lonely journey in
search of some of the brightest stars of the 1950s.

Schoemer's search started when, twenty years after her parents' divorce, the new Connie Francis box set
appeared on her desk at Newsweek. Now a successful rock critic dispensing post-punk opinions to the
hipoisie, she was about to toss aside this relic when she was struck by the cover image of Francis, which bore
an uncanny resemblance to her own mother; on a whim, she played one of the CDs. For all their cloying,
simplistic sentimentality, songs like "Where the Boys Are" had an undeniable power -- "the sound of every
teenage girl in every bedroom on every lonely Saturday going back a thousand years." It was the music of
her parents' long-lost adolescence, and much to her surprise, it moved her.

Thus Schoemer, arbiter of Gen X cool, found herself falling into the saccharine thrall of 1950s pop music,
that pariah of the rock establishment. Even as her colleagues tried to steer her away from the terminally
uncool genre, she tracked down seven former pop idols of the late 1950s and early 1960s: Connie Francis,
Fabian, Pat Boone, Patti Page, Tommy Sands, Georgia Gibbs, and Frankie Laine. As she became privy to
their inner lives and immersed herself in their music, Schoemer revised her own notions about the fifties at
the same time that she explored her family's vexed dynamic. The result is a wonderful romp through an
unappreciated chapter in music history and, more important, through her own past.

Full of humor, insight, and unflinching honesty, Great Pretenders bucks the received wisdom, explores the
intersections of our private lives and pop culture, and broadens our understanding of a crucial moment in our
history.
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From reader reviews:

Iris Robertson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book Great Pretenders: My Strange Love Affair with '50s Pop Music it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book offers high quality.

Dennis Stclair:

Beside this particular Great Pretenders: My Strange Love Affair with '50s Pop Music in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Great Pretenders: My Strange Love Affair with '50s Pop Music because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's
all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and also read it from now!

Stephen Beatty:

This Great Pretenders: My Strange Love Affair with '50s Pop Music is fresh way for you who has attention
to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Great Pretenders: My
Strange Love Affair with '50s Pop Music can be the light food for you because the information inside this
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired
even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life and also knowledge.

Scott Foust:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many



books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Great Pretenders: My Strange Love Affair with '50s
Pop Music. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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