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For two decades, Africa’s strong economic growth has paved the way for poverty reduction. Nevertheless,
high chronic poverty levels persist, and the gap between income groups in terms of human capital and access
to basic services is growing. Also, poor households are vulnerable to frequent shocks. By providing regular,
reliable support to poor households and helping them invest in productive activities, targeted interventions
such as safety nets help reduce persistent poverty, reverse the trend of increasing inequality, and build
household resilience.
Until recently, safety nets were implemented only on an ad hoc basis in Africa. However, in the wake of the
global economic crisis, policy makers are increasingly viewing safety nets as core instruments for reducing
poverty and managing risk. Also a momentum toward rationalizing public spending to provide more
adequate and targeted support to the poorest is emerging in response to growing evidence that safety nets can
successfully reduce poverty and vulnerability and promote inclusive growth.
This book assesses the status and analyzes the objectives, features, systems, performance, and financing of
safety nets in 22 African countries. It then identifies how governments and donors can strengthen safety net
systems and protect and promote poor and vulnerable people.
Overall, the book finds that safety nets are on the rise in Africa and are beginning to evolve from fragmented
stand-alone programs into integrated systems. Social protection programming has started to change from
largely emergency food aid programs to regular, predictable safety nets including targeted cash transfers and
cash-for-work programs. Some countries, including Ghana, Kenya, Rwanda, and Tanzania, are working
toward consolidating their programs into a national system. Impact evaluations of safety nets in Africa are
also increasingly being undertaken and, with recent research into the productive aspects of cash transfer
programs, have yielded encouraging evidence that safety nets reduce poverty and vulnerability.
The timely analysis of safety nets in Africa provides a solid foundation for evidence-based policy dialogue
and programming. As a result of the growing body of evidence that safety nets contribute to inclusive
growth, African decision makers are now putting safety nets high on their development agendas.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

The ability that you get from Reducing Poverty and Investing in People: The New Role of Safety Nets in
Africa (Directions in Development) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but
Reducing Poverty and Investing in People: The New Role of Safety Nets in Africa (Directions in
Development) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Reducing Poverty
and Investing in People: The New Role of Safety Nets in Africa (Directions in Development) instantly.

Kevin Swafford:

The reserve with title Reducing Poverty and Investing in People: The New Role of Safety Nets in Africa
(Directions in Development) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Elena Sparrow:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Reducing Poverty and Investing in People: The New Role
of Safety Nets in Africa (Directions in Development) why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Donald Warren:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Reducing Poverty and Investing in People: The New Role
of Safety Nets in Africa (Directions in Development) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Reducing Poverty and Investing in People: The New Role of



Safety Nets in Africa (Directions in Development) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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