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This important book by one of our leading experts on disaster preparedness offers a compelling narrative
about our nation’s inability to properly plan for large-scale disasters and proposes changes that can still be
made to assure the safety of its citizens.

Five years after 9/11 and one year after Hurricane Katrina, it is painfully clear that the government’s
emergency response capacity is plagued by incompetence and a paralyzing bureaucracy. Irwin Redlener,
who founded and directs the National Center for Disaster Preparedness, brings his years of experience with
disasters and health care crises, national and international, to an incisive analysis of why our health care
system, our infrastructure, and our overall approach to disaster readiness have left the nation vulnerable,
virtually unable to respond effectively to catastrophic events. He has had frank, and sometimes shocking,
conversations about the failure of systems during and after disasters with a broad spectrum of people—from
hospital workers and FEMA officials to Washington policy makers and military leaders. And he also
analyzes the role of nongovernmental organizations, such as the American Red Cross in the aftermath of
Katrina.

Redlener points out how a government with a track record of over-the-top cronyism and a stunning disregard
for accountability has spent billions on “random acts of preparedness,” with very little to show for it—other
than an ever-growing bureaucracy. As a doctor, Redlener is especially concerned about America’s
increasingly dysfunctional and expensive health care system, incapable of handling a large-scale public
health emergency, such as pandemic flu or widespread bioterrorism. And he also looks at the serious
problem of a disengaged, uninformed citizenry—one of the most important obstacles to assuring optimal
readiness for any major crisis.

Redlener describes five natural and man-made disaster scenarios as a way to imagine what we might face,
what our current systems would and would not prepare us for, and what would constitute optimal
planning—for government and the public—in each situation. To see what could be learned from others, he
points up some of the more effective ways countries in Europe, Asia, and the Middle East have dealt with
various disasters. And he concludes with a real prescription: a nine-point proposal for how America can be
better prepared as well as an addendum of what citizens themselves can do.

An essential book for our time, Americans at Risk is a devastating and realistic account of where we stand
today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Americans at Risk: Why We Are Not Prepared for Megadisasters and
What We Can Do. Try to the actual book Americans at Risk: Why We Are Not Prepared for Megadisasters
and What We Can Do as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Darren Custer:

The reason why? Because this Americans at Risk: Why We Are Not Prepared for Megadisasters and What
We Can Do is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Paul Eastman:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Americans at Risk: Why We Are Not Prepared for Megadisasters and What We Can Do your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Americans at Risk: Why We Are
Not Prepared for Megadisasters and What We Can Do giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now
let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you
are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Barbara Davis:

This Americans at Risk: Why We Are Not Prepared for Megadisasters and What We Can Do is brand-new
way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in



reading this Americans at Risk: Why We Are Not Prepared for Megadisasters and What We Can Do can be
the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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