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Why in the pre-industrial period were some settlements resilient and stable over the long term while other
settlements were vulnerable to crisis? Indeed, what made certain human habitations more prone to decline or
even total collapse, than others? All pre-industrial societies had to face certain challenges: exogenous
environmental hazards such as earthquakes or plagues, economic or political hazards from ‘outside’ such as
warfare or expropriation of property, or hazards of their own-making such as soil erosion or subsistence
crises. How then can we explain why some societies were able to overcome or negate these problems, while
other societies proved susceptible to failure, as settlements contracted, stagnated, were abandoned, or even
disappeared entirely?

This book has been stimulated by the questions and hypotheses put forward by a recent ‘disaster studies’
literature - in particular, by placing the intrinsic arrangement of societies at the forefront of the explanatory
framework. Essentially it is suggested that the resilience or vulnerability of habitation has less to do with
exogenous crises themselves, but on endogenous societal responses which dictate: (a) the extent of
destruction caused by crises and the capacity for society to protect itself; and (b) the capacity to create a
sufficient recovery. By empirically testing the explanatory framework on a number of societies between the
Middle Ages and the nineteenth century in England, the Low Countries, and Italy, it is ultimately argued in
this book that rather than the protective functions of the state or the market, or the implementation of
technological innovation or capital investment, the most resilient human habitations in the pre-industrial
period were those than displayed an equitable distribution of property and a well-balanced distribution of
power between social interest groups. Equitable distributions of power and property were the underlying
conditions in pre-industrial societies that allowed 'favourable' institutions to emerge with high rates of
participation down the social hierarchy, giving people the freedom and room to choose their own fate - not
necessarily reliant on one coping strategy but with the capacity to combine many different ones in search of
optimum resilience.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

The book Coping with Crisis: The Resilience and Vulnerability of Pre-Industrial Settlements (Rural Worlds:
Economic, Social and Cultural Histories of Agricultures and Rural Societies) give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a
book Coping with Crisis: The Resilience and Vulnerability of Pre-Industrial Settlements (Rural Worlds:
Economic, Social and Cultural Histories of Agricultures and Rural Societies) being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a reserve Coping with Crisis: The Resilience
and Vulnerability of Pre-Industrial Settlements (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social and Cultural Histories of
Agricultures and Rural Societies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Bessie Barrett:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Coping with Crisis: The Resilience and
Vulnerability of Pre-Industrial Settlements (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social and Cultural Histories of
Agricultures and Rural Societies) as the daily resource information.

Irene Gonzales:

The particular book Coping with Crisis: The Resilience and Vulnerability of Pre-Industrial Settlements
(Rural Worlds: Economic, Social and Cultural Histories of Agricultures and Rural Societies) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Philip Nguyen:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Coping with Crisis: The
Resilience and Vulnerability of Pre-Industrial Settlements (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social and Cultural
Histories of Agricultures and Rural Societies) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply



by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Coping with Crisis: The Resilience and
Vulnerability of Pre-Industrial Settlements (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social and Cultural Histories of
Agricultures and Rural Societies) become your current starter.
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