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In his fourteen years as president of MIT, Charles Vest worked continuously to realize his vision of
rebuilding America's trust in science and technology. In a time when the federal government dramatically
reduced its funding of academic research programs and industry shifted its R&D resources into the short-
term product-development process, Vest called for new partnerships with business and government. He
called for universities to meet the intellectual challenges posed by the innovation-driven, globally connected
needs of industry even as he reaffirmed basic academic values and the continuing need for longer-term
scientific inquiry.In Pursuing the Endless Frontier, Vest addresses these and other issues in a series of essays
written during his tenure as president of MIT. He discusses the research university's need to shift to a
broader, more international outlook, the value of diversity in the academic community, the greater leadership
role for faculty outside the classroom, and the boundless opportunity of new scientific and technological
developments even when coupled with financial constraints. In the provocative essay "What We Don't
Know," Vest reminds us of what he calls "the most critical point of all," that science is driven by a deep
human need to understand nature, to answer the "big questions" -- that what we don't know is more important
than what we do. In another essay, on the future of MIT, he celebrates MIT's strengths as being
extraordinarily well-suited to the needs of an era of unprecedented change in science and technology. In
"Disturbing the Educational Universe: Universities in the Digital Age -- Dinosaurs or Prometheans," he
describes MIT's innovative OpenCourseWare initiative, which builds on the fundamental nature of the
Internet as an enabling and liberating technology.Vest, who is stepping down from MIT's presidency in the
fall of 2004, writes with clarity and insight about the issues facing academic institutions in the twenty-first
century. His essays in Pursuing the Endless Frontier offer inspiration to educators and researchers seeking
the way forward.
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From reader reviews:

Kirsten Ferguson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Pursuing the Endless
Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT Press) to read.

Eliza Gold:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT Press)
your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on
MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT Press) giving you a different experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Helen Hanson:

Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT Press) can be one
of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Pursuing the Endless Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research Universities
(MIT Press) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
contemplating.

Vickie Duke:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.



Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Pursuing the Endless
Frontier: Essays on MIT and the Role of Research Universities (MIT Press).
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