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The United States has one of the largest and costliest flood control systems in the world, even though only a
small proportion of its land lies in floodplains. Rivers by Design traces the emergence of the mammoth U.S.
flood management system, which is overseen by the federal government but implemented in conjunction
with state governments and local contractors and levee districts. Karen M. O’Neill analyzes the social origins
of the flood control program, showing how the system initially developed as a response to the demands of
farmers and the business elite in outlying territories. The configuration of the current system continues to
reflect decisions made in the nineteenth century and early twentieth. It favors economic development at the
expense of environmental concerns.

O’Neill focuses on the creation of flood control programs along the lower Mississippi River and the
Sacramento River, the first two rivers to receive federal flood control aid. She describes how, in the early to
mid-nineteenth century, planters, shippers, and merchants from both regions campaigned for federal
assistance with flood control efforts. She explains how the federal government was slowly and reluctantly
drawn into water management to the extent that, over time, nearly every river in the United States was
reengineered. Her narrative culminates in the passage of the national Flood Control Act of 1936, which
empowered the Army Corps of Engineers to build projects for all navigable rivers in conjunction with local
authorities, effectively ending nationwide, comprehensive planning for the protection of water resources.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Kerns:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Rivers by Design: State
Power and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Nathan Osborne:

The event that you get from Rivers by Design: State Power and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control is the more
deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Rivers by Design: State Power and the Origins of U.S.
Flood Control giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this specific Rivers by Design: State Power and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control instantly.

Ronnie Correa:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Rivers by Design: State Power and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Deborah Fishman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Rivers by Design: State Power and the
Origins of U.S. Flood Control.
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