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A recent surge of interest in Jewish patronage during the golden years of Vienna has led to the question,
Would modernism in Vienna have developed in the same fashion had Jewish patrons not been involved?
This book uniquely treats Jewish identification within Viennese modernism as a matter of Jews active
fashioning of a new language to convey their aims of emancipation along with their claims of cultural
authority.

In this provocative reexamination of the roots of Viennese modernism, Elana Shapira analyzes the central
role of Jewish businessmen, professionals, and writers in the evolution of the city’s architecture and design
from the 1860s to the 1910s. According to Shapira, these patrons negotiated their relationship with their non-
Jewish surroundings and clarified their position within Viennese society by inscribing Jewish elements into
the buildings, interiors, furniture, and design objects that they financed, produced, and co-designed.

In the first book to investigate the cultural contributions of the banker Eduard Todesco, the steel tycoon Karl
Wittgenstein, the textile industrialist Fritz Waerndorfer, the author Peter Altenberg, the tailor Leopold
Goldman, and many others, Shapira reconsiders theories identifying the crisis of Jewish assimilation as a
primary creative stimulus for the Jewish contribution to Viennese modernism. Instead, she argues that
creative tensions between Jews and non-Jews—patrons and designers who cooperated and arranged well-
choreographed social encounters with one another—offer more convincing explanations for the formation of
a new semantics of modern Viennese architecture and design than do theories based on assimilation.

This thoroughly researched and richly illustrated book will interest scholars and students of Jewish studies,
Vienna and Viennese culture, and modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in
Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry).

Margie Turner:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture,
and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry). You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Style
and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series
for the Study of European Jewry). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Connie Pauls:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and
Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) to read.

Michael Quintanar:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be examine. Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna
(The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.
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