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This book critically assesses recent debates about the colonial construction of Hinduism. Increasingly
scholars have come to realise that the dominant understanding of Indian culture and its traditions is
unsatisfactory. According to the classical paradigm, Hindu traditions are conceptualized as features of a
religion with distinct beliefs, doctrines, sacred laws and holy texts. Today, however, many academics
consider this conception to be a colonial ‘construction’. This book focuses on the different versions,
arguments and counter-arguments of the thesis that the Hindu religion is a construct of colonialism. Bringing
together the different positions in the debate, it provides necessary historical data, arguments and conceptual
tools to examine the argument. Organized in two parts, the first half of the book provides new analyses of
historical and empirical data; the second presents some of the theoretical questions that have emerged from
the debate on the construction of Hinduism. Where some of the contributors argue that Hinduism was created
as a result of a western Christian notion of religion and the imperatives of British colonialism, others show
that this religion already existed in pre-colonial India; and as an alternative to these standpoints, other writers
argue that Hinduism only exists in the European experience and does not correspond to any empirical reality
in India. This volume offers new insights into the nature of the construction of religion in India and will be of
interest to scholars of the History of Religion, Asian Religion, Postcolonial and South Asian Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Concepcion Maldonado:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of
Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion Series). Try to make the book Rethinking Religion in India: The
Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion Series) as your good friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Laura Dupont:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Rethinking Religion in
India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion Series) book as basic and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Luther Keller:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism
(Routledge South Asian Religion Series) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Anthony Jones:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
listing in your reading list is actually Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism
(Routledge South Asian Religion Series). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many
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