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In Anthropology and Social Theory the award-winning anthropologist Sherry B. Ortner draws on her
longstanding interest in theories of cultural practice to rethink key concepts of culture, agency, and
subjectivity for the social sciences of the twenty-first century. The seven theoretical and interpretive essays
in this volume each advocate reconfiguring, rather than abandoning, the concept of culture. Similarly, they
all suggest that a theory which depends on the interested action of social beings—specifically practice
theory, associated especially with the work of Pierre Bourdieu—requires a more developed notion of human
agency and a richer conception of human subjectivity. Ortner shows how social theory must both build upon
and move beyond classic practice theory in order to understand the contemporary world.

Some of the essays reflect explicitly on theoretical concerns: the relationship between agency and power, the
problematic quality of ethnographic studies of resistance, and the possibility of producing an anthropology of
subjectivity. Others are ethnographic studies that apply Ortner’s theoretical framework. In these, she
investigates aspects of social class, looking at the relationship between race and middle-class identity in the
United States, the often invisible nature of class as a cultural identity and as an analytical category in social
inquiry, and the role that public culture and media play in the creation of the class anxieties of Generation X.
Written with Ortner’s characteristic lucidity, these essays constitute a major statement about the future of
social theory from one of the leading anthropologists of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Henderson:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Anthropology and Social Theory: Culture, Power, and the
Acting Subject (a John Hope Franklin Center Book). You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Anthropology and Social Theory: Culture,
Power, and the Acting Subject (a John Hope Franklin Center Book). You can add information and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Scott Roche:

The book Anthropology and Social Theory: Culture, Power, and the Acting Subject (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If
you can make reading through a book Anthropology and Social Theory: Culture, Power, and the Acting
Subject (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open and read a reserve Anthropology and Social Theory: Culture, Power, and the Acting Subject (a
John Hope Franklin Center Book). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Michael Griffin:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Anthropology and Social
Theory: Culture, Power, and the Acting Subject (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is simple to create you
can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often
the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Albert Collins:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Anthropology and Social Theory: Culture, Power, and the Acting
Subject (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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