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From Puritan Execution Day rituals to gangsta rap, the black criminal has been an enduring presence in
American culture. To understand why, Jeannine Marie DeLombard insists, we must set aside the lenses of
pathology and persecution and instead view the African American felon from the far more revealing
perspectives of publicity and personhood. When the Supreme Court declared in Dred Scott that African
Americans have "no rights which the white man was bound to respect," it overlooked the right to due
process, which ensured that black offenders—even slaves—appeared as persons in the eyes of the law. In the
familiar account of African Americans' historical shift "from plantation to prison," we have forgotten how,
for a century before the Civil War, state punishment affirmed black political membership in the breach,
while a thriving popular crime literature provided early America's best-known models of individual black
selfhood. Before there was the slave narrative, there was the criminal confession.

Placing the black condemned at the forefront of the African American canon allows us to see how a later
generation of enslaved activists—most notably, Frederick Douglass—could marshal the public presence and
civic authority necessary to fashion themselves as eligible citizens. At the same time, in an era when
abolitionists were charging Americans with the national crime of "manstealing," a racialized sense of
culpability became equally central to white civic identity. What, for African Americans, is the legacy of a
citizenship grounded in culpable personhood? For white Americans, must membership in a nation built on
race slavery always betoken guilt? In the Shadow of the Gallows reads classics by J. Hector St. John de
Crèvecoeur, Edgar Allan Poe, Frederick Douglass, Herman Melville, George Lippard, and Edward Everett
Hale alongside execution sermons, criminal confessions, trial transcripts, philosophical treatises, and
political polemics to address fundamental questions about race, responsibility, and American civic
belonging.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book In the Shadow of the Gallows:
Race, Crime, and American Civic Identity (Haney Foundation Series). All type of book could you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Omar Lamm:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This In the Shadow of the Gallows: Race, Crime, and American Civic Identity
(Haney Foundation Series) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with In the Shadow of the Gallows: Race,
Crime, and American Civic Identity (Haney Foundation Series) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different
by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking In the Shadow of the Gallows: Race, Crime, and American
Civic Identity (Haney Foundation Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

George Jamison:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take In the Shadow of the Gallows: Race, Crime, and
American Civic Identity (Haney Foundation Series) as your daily resource information.

Dianna Weaver:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
the item when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book In the Shadow of the
Gallows: Race, Crime, and American Civic Identity (Haney Foundation Series) to make your current reading
is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication
In the Shadow of the Gallows: Race, Crime, and American Civic Identity (Haney Foundation Series) can to



be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the
time.
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